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History of peat-free

National Planning Guidance 13

2005 – 40% peat-free

1995

UK Biodiversity Plan

2009 – 90% peat-free

1999

Natural Environment White Paper

2015 – Gov. & Public Sector

2020 – amateur gardeners

2030 – professional growers

2011

2024 – amateur gardeners

2026 (30) – professional growers (with exemptions)

2022



Analogy

Petrol Diesel



P4

P7

Sustainable Growing Media Task Force

Defra
Manufacturers
Retailers
Growers
NGO’s

a set of responsible sourcing 

and manufacturing criteria 

develop a performance standard 

for multi-purpose compost 



What is the RSS?

An industry led scheme
Making informed 
decisions about the 
impact of growing media

Using a traffic light 
system to empower users
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The scheme does not demonise peat
It treats all substrates equally



7 Measurements

1. Energy Use – Assesses the energy used to create the raw material. 

2. Water Use – How much water is used in the process of creating the 
raw material. Water is a finite resource.

3. Social Compliance – This is all about people – making sure that 
people employed to provide the raw material are working in 
acceptable conditions.

4. Habitat & Biodiversity – Ensure that when the raw material is 
produced it minimises its impact.
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7 Measurements

5. Pollution – It is important to minimise the amount of pollution to the 
environment through the manufacturing process.

6. Resource Use Efficiency – Assesses the amount of waste generated and 
what efforts are taken to minimise waste. 

7. Renewability – This assesses the amount of time it takes to replace the 
resource used.

It does not consider fertilisers, or any other ingredients used in small 
quantities.
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Decision Tree
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Substrate Scores
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Growing Media Scores
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As seen on pack
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www.responsiblesourcing.org.uk
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P7 Protocol

Guarantees 
Efficacy

Testing 
Protocol

Audited 
Results
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P7 Protocol

• To develop a performance 
standard for multi-purpose 
compost 

• Adopted 2018

• Industry trials 2022-23
• 17 manufacturers

• Part of the audit process 2024
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Benefits for Grower and Retailers

• Study of 16,000 shoppers revealed
• 83% of consumers consider sustainability as a key buying decision factor

• 91% of online shoppers prioritise sustainability

• Spend 4% more than average shoppers

Consumers Retailers Growers Manufacturers
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Thank You
Steve Harper

e: steve@southerntrident.com

m: 07721 849677


