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Ornamentals and the Political Agenda

 ‘Ornamental’ or ‘Environmental’
 Food or Flowers – what are politicians 

more likely to focus on?
 Unity is strength: working together as 

primary producers



31 January 2024:
• EU Medium-risk plants will need PC on entry and pre-

notification on IPAFFS.
• EU low-risk goods will be exempt from systematic controls 

at the border and so will not require a PC or pre-
notification.

30 April 2024:
• High-risk plants to go through a Border Control Post (BCP) 

or Control Point (CP) where identity and physical checks will 
be carried out.

• Medium-risk plants require documentary and physical 
checks at the border.

• Removal of PC and routine checks on low-risk plants.

Authorised Operator Status
• 6th Feb to 8th Mar: Pilot Expression of interest window
• 16th Apr: Businesses notified if they have been accepted
• June- Dec: AOS pilot will launch, with training until Aug, 

audits from Sept.
• Dec 24 - Feb 25: Post pilot evaluation



“As part of our new farming schemes we will replace 

the Fruit & Vegetables Aid Scheme for England from 

2026, expanding the scheme to ensure that more 

growers, including those involved in Controlled 

Environment Horticulture such as glasshouses, can 

access investment.”

“Given the important role that Controlled Environment 

Horticulture (CEH) plays in UK food production, the 

government will investigate what more can be done 

to support the sector.”

“To further increase domestic horticulture production 

and extend the growing season, government will 

consider the unique needs of controlled environment 

horticulture.”

“We will look to revise national planning policy to 

ensure it fully seizes all opportunities to support 

levelling up of economic opportunity across rural 

areas – specifically, making the approval of new 

controlled environment horticulture businesses a 

priority for councils.”

Controlled Environmental Horticulture
- the political agenda
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Growers – share your views on the horticulture 
supply chain


